ADOPTED - JUNE 9, 2015

AGENDA ITEM NO. 24

Introduced by the Finance Committee of the:
INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION HONORING THE LANSING JUNETEENTH COMMITTEE ON THE 22nd ANNUAL JUNETEENTH CELEBRATION 
RESOLUTION # 15 – 222

WHEREAS, when Union Army General Gordon Granger landed in Galveston to take command of the military district of Texas, one of his first actions in June of 1865, was to read General Order #3 to the people stating all slaves are free, as a result June 19th became the emancipation date of those long suffering for freedom, the newly freed slaves of Texas; and

WHEREAS, the celebration of Juneteenth is a multi-cultural recognition of the triumph of the human spirit over the cruelty of slavery, for African-Americans, it is a tribute to the strength, endurance and faith of their ancestors, for all of America it is a reminder that none of us is free until all of us are free; and

WHEREAS, in June of 2005, Michigan Governor Jennifer M. Granholm signed legislation officially designating the third Saturday in June as Juneteenth National Freedom Day in Michigan; and

WHEREAS, the Lansing Juneteenth Celebration began in 1994, from the vision of Gordon Haskins, a long time member of Mask Memorial CME Church who was originally from Texas, who had a vision that some day the history of Juneteenth would be communicated and celebrated in Lansing as it is celebrated in Texas; and

WHEREAS, the original Juneteenth Committee consisted of the following members from Mask Memorial CME Church: Gordon Haskins, Debra Plummer, Mary Plummer, Marilyn Plummer, Marsha Plummer, Jim Hughes, Charles Johnson, Jerrye Wynne Scates, Rodney Shepard, Daulton Tansil, Edwin Thompson and Earl Chapman, the pastor of Mask Memorial CME church at that time was Reverend Sterling O. Littlejohn; and

WHEREAS, today the 21 member committee includes many of the original members, the mission of the Lansing Juneteenth Committee is to commemorate the ending of slavery in the United States by celebrating the joys of liberty, educating the community about our heritage and by promoting positive cultural interaction.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby commends the Lansing Juneteenth Committee for hosting Lansing's 22nd Annual Juneteenth Celebration. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners wishes the Lansing Juneteenth Committee continued success in all of their future endeavors. 

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Anthony, Tennis, Tsernoglou, McGrain, Schafer, Case Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Bahar-Cook    Approved  6/03/15
